fﬂ' '

Gl pn)
SiGeaitii
Holy Trinity

St. Gabriel

The Parish of
The Good a‘ wgg

Shepherd, . James
Ashton-under-Lyne

Im,itd St. Michael and All Angels
Jall ol

St. Peter
September 2010
Price 40p



Editorial

Welcome to the September Parish Magazine. After a quieter time in our churches
over August, parish life gets back to usual as services take their usual form again.
Towards the end of the month, we celebrate Harvest and you can read some
thoughts on the importance of harvest from Pat and discover more about our Harvest
Appeal. Earlier in the month, four of our churches are taking part in the Heritage
Open Days and there are details in this magazine about what's on offer. The views
expressed in articles are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the Parish
of The Good Shepherd. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself!
And, if you have any comments to make on the Magazine you can contact the
editors on 0161330 2771/4925, email: joannafarnworth@aol.com or
rogerfarnworth@aol.com or talk to a member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on
any comments that are made.
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The Parish Prayer
4 Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to
4 &, the world, help us to grow in faith and share our hope and
__? m oy with all whom we meet, so that we can work together to
" build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our
«]

by, & churches, and be relevant to those around us, through Jesus
pe Christ our Lord. Amen.

www.goodshepherdashton.co.uk Registered Charity Number 1134826



Reaping what we sow.... Pat writes

“Whatsoever a man sows so shall he reap”, is
how the King James Bible translates Paul as
he writes his letter to the Galatians around
49AD.

And, goodness me, isn't that little gem from
verse 7 of Chapter 6 of Paul’s letter so very
true today!  Society is indeed reaping what
has been sown.

It has been accepted for far too long that it's ok to pay TV celebrities and
footballers exorbitant sums of money for doing little more than entertain us -
and sometimes not even that - and to pay bankers and chief executives
enormous salaries and bonuses.  We have been encouraged to build up
credit and to buy what ever we want when we want it without considering the
consequences of how we're going to pay for it. Borrowed money has been
used to create city skylines that are a maze of glass and metal pinnacles
soaring into the sky. As a result, the country has a burden of debt that is
simply beyond the scope of our imagination - it's a bit like playing with
Monopoly money to hear the enormous sums of money bandied about, isn’t
it2 Life has become extremely difficult and rather threatening.

How refreshing, then, to read recently of a Church that is simply called
Harvest. It is a new Anglican Church in the Canterbury Diocese and it has
come about through a group of people who want to be more like the faith
community of the early Apostles. They stick firmly to the 4 elements which
make them Anglican - the Scriptures, the Creeds, the Sacraments and the
oversight of a Bishop but they have no robes, no set prayers, no PCCs or
DCCs and no special building. They want to focus on their relationship with
God and with God’s people. | find that there’s something quite appealing in
their simplicity - a sort of “getting back to basics”.

And really, that's what Harvest is all about - getting back to basics by
remembering to thank God for his generosity and thinking about how we can
share the fruits of this generosity with others. This is what our Harvest Appeal
sets out to do. By contributing packets and tins we are not only sharing what
we have but we are helping to provide a regular soup and sandwich meal
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for the homeless who daily appear at the doors of the Booth Centre, knowing
that there will be food there for them. By giving financially to our Harvest
Appeal we are helping to provide clean water, literally on tap, for the
children and adults who live in the orphanage, and attend the school, in
Rukungiri.

There’s another way, too.  As Christians we can harvest our talents and see
where we can use them to make a difference in our town and our local
community. For some, that might mean praying for those who are struggling
- shopkeepers, people worrying about losing their jobs and still being able
to support their families, people anxious that they can’t afford their mortgage
or their rent anymore and facing the prospect of being homeless.  Others
might be able to give a litle time - and the warmth of a listening ear and a
ready smile - to volunteer and work for the many agencies that are trying to
support people in these difficult days. We could all look at our possessions
to see what we can share. There are places in Tameside that help victims of
domestic violence and homelessness - they are always grateful for kitchen
utensils, clothing, children’s toys, toiletries and towels.

As individuals, we can’t solve the problems of the world’s debt - or the
failures of the England football team, for that matter - but we can, as
Christians, put aside our buildings, our committees and our “this is the way
we do things here” attitude to see how we can make a difference both in our
locality and in the wider world as a community of like-minded believers.

O God, who created the heavens and stretched
them out,

WE PRAISE YOU.

You fashioned the earth and all that lives there,
WE PRAISE YOU.

You give breath to the people upon it

and Spirit to those who walk on it,

WE PRAISE AND THANK YOU, O GOD.

We long for justice to be done on earth,

COME, SPIRIT OF GOD.
(Christian Aid Prayer Resources for Harvest)

Revd Pat Lodge



Harvest in the Parish.

Our Harvest Services will take place on Sunday 26" September and as usual gifts
of non-perishable foods will be gratefully received. Some churches will send
these to the Carpenter’s Arms here in Ashton, some will send them to the Booth
Centre and some of the gifts will be used for homeless people in our parish.

There will be the opportunity to make financial gifts to our Parish Harvest appeal
at these services and the proceeds of our Harvest Event will also go to this. This
year, our Harvest Appeal will support two different organisations - the Booth
Centre at Manchester Cathedral and Rukungiri Modern Primary School, SW
Uganda.

We have supported the school at
Rukungiri at a previous harvest and %
some of you have met John and
Alice Tumusiime who had the vision
of setting up the school to help the
many orphans in their local area.
Rukungiri Modern Primary School
was started in 1997 and has some
800 children attending. Recently a
nursery school has been opened
which has 220 children. Since it
began, RMPS has been the top
performing primary school in
Rukungiri District, and since 2000
has been among the top 5 primary schools in Uganda. This performance is a
wonderful fulfilment of the school motto "Let us invest in education."

In a recent email, John and Alice wrote: “we have a long dry season and we
are running short of water,. At the moment, John is outside with the team
finding where to build water tanks at Gables (a Vocational Training Centre),
Water is still a problem and we have not a good situation - .ie, a thousand
people in a compound without water.” We have helped provide a water tank in
the school in the past which have helped but the long dry season has meant that
these have not been able to collect as much water as needed. There is currently
a fundraising project help Alice and John to have a bore hole installed in the
school compound. They are connected to the town water supply but it often fails
in the dry season and then all water has to be collected from a spring and
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carried up the hill. A bore hole would provide a much more reliable source of
water.

The Booth Centre at Manchester Cathedral is
a drop-in and activity centre for homeless
people. The centre opened in May 1995
and is based in Manchester Cathedral. The
Booth Centre provides a safe and welcoming
environment for people who are homeless.
They aim to empower people to make
informed choices and enable them to make
positive changes to their lives. They also
provide positive experiences in order to help
people to build self respect and self
confidence and to look to the future.

They have open door drop-ins, provide
advice to help people to find
accommodation, claim benefits, register with
a G.P. and get treatment and support for

drug, alcohol and mental health problems. They run a full programme of
activities aimed at increasing people's skills, confidence and self esteem; and

when they are ready they will support
people to find employment or take up
education, training or voluntary work in
the community. In May 2010 The
Booth Centre celebrated its 15th
Anniversary with a big event at
Manchester Cathedral, which included
art work, music and creative writing
presented by people who use the
Centre. They have now launched a
15th Anniversary appeal to raise an
extra £15,000 to help them meet the
increased demand for their services
caused by the economic downturn.

To make a difference this Harvest,
please look out for the special Harvest
Appeal envelopes in each church and
make a donation.

Harvest Supper and
Quiz
Come and enjoy a meat and
potato pie supper
(vegetarian option available)
and see whether you can
answer the challenging quiz
questions set by the clergy!

St James Church
7.00pm
Saturday 25" September

Tickets £5.00 (adults);
£2.50 (children). All
proceeds to Parish Harvest
Appeal.




Mothers Union MNIQN

Christian care for families

16" September: Diocesan Festival in Manchester Cathedral, 7.30pm

16%/17" September: ~ We make up the “goody” bags for the new students at the
university. We do this at St Peter’s Chaplaincy, Oxford Road at 10.00am until
4.00pm. If anyone can spare an hour during those times, this would be appreciated.
Goods needed are tea bags, made up in 20s, rice and pasta are split up into strong
plastic bags (1 mug of rice per bag, 2 mugs of pasta per bag), small jars of coffee,
cup-a-soups, biscuits, also toilet rolls, kitchen rolls, mugs, toothpaste, toothbrush, face
cloths - useful things to give the students as a start when they first arrive. Volunteers
are needed during term time to serve soup every Wednesday at the Chaplaincy. If
interested, please contact Christ Haworth or Cheryl Aspin.

We had a lovely Eucharist Service at St George’s, Mossley on 3¢ August. More
people came this year and everyone was pleased to see Mrs Buckley with us. The
Diocesan President Mrs Barbara Taylor and also Mrs Mary Helliwell, Rochdale
Archdeaconry President, and many ladies from Manchester.

Father Lindsey welcomed everyone and led the service. The theme was “Missionary
Work in the church”. We sang some lovely hymns. Our Diocesan President read the
lesson, Mossley Branch ladies led us in prayers.

Our speaker was Canon Tony Hardy, Canon Evangelist from Manchester Cathedral.
He told us that missionary work was not meant to be only for people in other
countries, it did not need special training to be a missionary in our own town or city.
We can all do this work as Christians and we should see ourselves as missionary
workers in our everyday life.

After the service, the Mossley ladies served refreshments and everyone had a good
chat. It was a very pleasant afternoon.

Thought for the month:

Jesus said to his disciples “Go forth and make disciples of all nations in the name of
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit”. Matthew 28

Joan Braystoes



Church for all! - Sarah Higginbotham

On Sunday 18t July, St James’ church was alive with young and old enjoying each
others company. Jo and Mary tried an experimental “Church for All” service
with the families from the Afternoon Group joining the rest of the congregation.
It all started with a delightful breakfast of yummy goodies including mixed breads,
peanut butter, jam, marmalade and a cornucopia of fruits and juices. Crayons
and colouring sheets were even available for the children’s entertainment. At
9.30am we quietly went into church for the service. A simplified version of the
communion service was used to allow the children to follow it and understand
the proceedings. The youngsters were involved throughout; Rebecca and Jessica
presented the elements at the altar and the songs were all well known by the
children and very popular. Mary talked about Martha and Mary, with help from
Rebecca and John. Rebecca wore big ears to represent Mary as a good listener
and John wore big hands to illustrate Martha’s ability to get a job done. | think
that the trial service was a great success and a shining example of all generations
worshipping together in harmony. We are looking forward to the next “Church
for All” service in September.

Healing Services

The next two Healing Services for the Parish
will be held
on

St Luke’s Day, Monday October 18* at St Michael’s at
6.30p.m.
and
Sunday, January 16+ at St Michael’s at 3 p.m.

Come for yourself or to pray for someone dear to you.
Come if you are looking for wholeness and peace.

We are trying to move these services around the Parish to make

it easier for people to attend them but if you do have any

transport problems, please let Mary or Pat know so that they
can try to arrange lifts for you.
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HOME AND AWAY AT ST JAMES’S - Harry Bennett

Elsewhere in the magazine, you can
read an account by Sarah of the very
enjoyable occasion, when the Sunday
afternoon group attended the morning
service for a special service organised
by Mary Wadsworth. Afterwards, we
were invited to a ‘return match’ at the
4.00 service on the following Sunday,
which happened to be St James's Day.

When Barbara and | arrived, we were
pleased to note that a fair number of
members of the morning congregation
were already there and the
atmosphere in the Community Room
was seemed quite animated. We were
welcomed with a cup of tea - served
beautifully by the children - and were
shown to our places at one of the
tables. The reason for the allocation of
places soon became clear when Jo
and Pat formally welcomed us by
announcing that we were to take part
in a quiz contest - all the questions to
be on the life of St James.

It soon became clear that most people
seemed to know quite a lot about our
patron saint and every team scored
well. By this time, we had begun to
tune in to the relaxed nature of the
proceedings and Barbara whispered
to me “It's just like my old Sunday
School”. This was meant as a
compliment - she was experiencing
again, after all the years in between,
the warm, joyous and safe feelings

which she had felt at her own Sunday
School.

It was, therefore, no great surprise to
be invited to take part in the next
activity, which was to get out our
crayons and other materials, each of
us to decorate a drawing of a shell,
which would form part of a tableau to
be put up in church. My own feeling of
déja vu now arrived, when |
remembered suffering at the hands of
a sadistic art master at my school who
regularly rapped my knuckles on
seeing my pitiful attempts at artwork (|
regret to report that the intervening
years have done nothing for my artistic
prowess). However, this proved no
great loss, as there were many brilliant
efforts (have a look at the tableau in

church).

After this, we all adjourned to the body
of the church for the service, which
was led by Pat. Again a novelty for us -
we did not sit in the pews, but in a
circle around Pat in front of the nave.
From here, she read a story, stopping
to illustrate this from time to time, with
either an observation or a question.
During one little aside, | learned the
exciting (to me) fact that we have a ‘St
James’s Window’ in church. | don't
know how many people share my
ignorance of this, but Sarah can tell
you more. We then sang a hymn
(“he’s got the whole world...”). We did
not use a hymn book, but Pat did her



Gracie Fields act by telling us the
words before each verse.

The service ended with prayers, led by
Pat and then we were invited to return
to the Community Room for
refreshments. Once again, the
children served us with drinks, whilst
we helped ourselves from a lovely
buffet. | was telling one of the young
girls that | loved tuna sandwiches and
she told me that her Mum had made
some. They must have been very good
ones, because - by the time | had
reached the place in the queue where
they were supposed to be - they had
all gone!

All in all, a lovely experience and |
decided that | would like to write
about it - for a very good reason.
When Jo first announced, two or three
years ago, that she was starting a
afternoon service for people who

found it hard to attend on Sunday
morning, | was very sceptical (it
sounded a nice idea, bound to be very
faithfully pursued, but it wouldn't
work). Well, how pleased | am now
that | kept my reservations to myself! |
am delighted to admit that | was
wrong. The ‘experiment’ has proved to
be a great blessing and is a great
credit - not just to Jo and Pat and
others who have led the way - but to
the members of the afternoon
congregation, who have shown us that
there is more than one way to worship

God.

If you weren't able to go on St James's
Day, | recommend you find out the
dates when the group meets and get
along there. You will be heartened by
the warmth of the welcome you
receive and the obvious sincerity of
everyone. The future suddenly looks
brighter!




Autumn Courses 2010

Women in the Old Testament

a series of 4 sessions discovering more about
Sarah and Hagar, Ruth, Esther and Hannah

Lunchtime groups on Mondays at St James
October 4, 11*, 18" and 25"

12.00 noon, lunch first!
Evening groups on Wednesdays at St Gabriel’s
October 6", 13*, 20", 27"
7.30p.m.

* * % % * % % * % *x * %

Advent Course 2010

Matthew’s Gospel

3 sessions for us to familiarise ourselves with
Matthew’s Gospel

Wednesday evenings at
Holy Trinity Vicarage
November 24* December 1+ and December 8*

7.30 p.m.

If you would like to attend any of these courses and have a
problem with transport, please let Pat know and she will
endeavour to provide lifts for all who need them.
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Would you believe it?

The Traidcraft Christmas Catalogue

is out now.
Cards, gifts and Christmas goodies.

Traidcraft was established as a Christian response to
poverty working with people of all faiths and none. As a
dedicated fair trade company, Traidcraft buys from
disadvantaged producers and, as charity, it helps producers
to engage in trade as well as campaigning for trade justice.
Traidcraft's vision is a world freed from the scandal of
poverty. With your help, that can become a reality.

Look out for your church's copy of the catalogue!
Orders to Pat. Pay on receipt of the order.

‘A Hug for you’ — submitted by Lorna Lomas, St Peter’s

There’s just no doubt about it.

We scarcely could survive without
it.

A hug delights and warms and
charms.

It must be why God gave us arms.

Hugs are great for fathers and
mothers

Sweet for sisters, even for brothers
and chances are some favourite
aunts

love them more than potted plants.
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Kittens crave them, puppies love
them

Heads of state are not above them.
A hug can break the language
barrier

And make the dullest day seem
merrier.

No need to fret about the store of
them

The more you give, the more there
are of them.

So stretch those arms without delay
And give someone a hug today.




Heritage Open Days

H

Sunday 12" September heritage open days

Friday 10+ September -

St Peter’s, Manchester Road

St Peters is open Friday and Saturday 10.00am till 4.00pm and Sunday
12.00 1ill 2.00. They are also part of ' Stride and Ride'.

Tame Valley Brass will be playing on the Saturday 11.30 til 1.00.

Light Refreshments will be available on all days.

They are hoping to have a display of old photographs that they have found, it
would be nice if local 'visitors' could give them some names for the faces!!!

St James, Union Street:
St James is open from 10am to 1pm on Saturday and refreshments (including
ice creams!) will be available. There will also be some stalls, eg. book stall.

Holy Trinity, Dean Street:

Holy Trinity will be open from 10 - 4pm on the 11th September. We are
taking part in the stride and ride. Some of our congregation will be walking
around other churches and some will be sitters in HT. We will be asking for
sponsors for this event for both walkers and sitters. There will be refreshments
available

St Michael’s, Church Street:

St Michael's Church will be open on Saturday between 10-00am and 4-
00pm with guided tours at 10-30am, 1-00 and 2-30pm. There will also be a
short organ recital at 12-15pm. On Sunday the 12th September the church
will be open between 1-00pm and 4-00pm with a guided tour at 2-00pm.
For more details, see the Friends of Ashton Parish Church article on the
following page.

To find out details of other buildings open in this area, you can look at the
Heritage Open Days website (www.heritageopendays.org.uk/) or look out
for the local booklet produced by Tameside Council which is available in
different places around the town.
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Friends of Ashton Parish Church

Heritage Weekend

St Michael's Church will be open on Saturday
between 10-00am and 4-00pm with guided
tours at 10-30am, 1-00 and 2-30pm.

There will also be a short organ recital at 12-
15pm.

On Sunday the 12th September the church will be open between 1-00pm
and 4-00pm with a guided tour at 2-00pm.

During the weekend there will be a display of photographs of the inside of
the church for sale by Stalybridge Photographic Society. Other
photographs will be of views from the tower and foundation stones of the
late 18th and early 19th century day and sunday schools.

The Greater Manchester Churches Preservation Society are once again
holding their Sponsored Ride and Stride event on the Saturday to raise
funds for Historic Churches.

On both days there will be refreshments served in the Tower Room
together with the sale of souvenirs including our new guide book. There
will also be trips up the tower weather permitting. We also need stewards
on both days, even if you can only spare an hour it will be helpful.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkk

Proposed visit to Dunham Massey

This will take place in late September or early October, a date has yet to
be confirmed. Numbers are limited to 12 for a tour of the House which
has connections to Ashton through the Earls of Stamford and Warrington.
Members are asked to make there own way to Dunham. If you are
interested please contact Alan Bacon on 0161 330 5829 to reserve a
place.

Alan F.Bacon.
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100 years of Guiding
Celebration Service

Sunday 17" October
2.30pm
St James Church

All past members of
the Rainbows,
Brownies and Guides
are invited to attend
this event

submitted by
Lorna Lomas

Smiling is infectious

You catch it like the flu
When someone smiled at me
today

I started smiling too.

I walked around the corner
And someone saw me grin.
When he smiled I realised
I’d passed it on to him.

I thought about the smile
And then realised its worth.
A single smile like mine
Could travel round the earth.
So if you feel a smile begin
Don’t leave it undetected.
Start and epidemic

And get the world infected.
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RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY:
SUNDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER

3-5pm AT HURST
METHODIST CHURCH,
CURZON RD., ASHTON.

“BUILDING BRIDGES BY
BEING TOGETHER”

COME AND ENJOY:

o Ethiopian cooking

o Mendhi hand
decoration for Eid

o Our Photo studio-
dress for posing!

o Artand craft
activities.

o Discussing our
different lives.

o Refreshments and
socialising.

Information from Philip
Carlin 330 5530
(carlin@phonecoop.coop)
or Brenda Brown 339
2669.

No charge for activities.
Donations welcome.

St. John’s Church Hurst,
refugee friendship
group, in association
with Hurst Methodist
church.




Parish Notices . (

Wedding

We rejoice with the families of:

Gary and Mary Harrison (Wedding blessing)

Funerals

Please pray for the family and friends of:

Olive Haslem

Diary Dates

SEPTEMBER

Wed 1+
Wed 8*
Thurs 9®
Thurs 9*
Fri 10"-Sun 12¢
Thurs 23+
Thurs 23+
Sat 25"
Sun 26"
Sun 26"
Wed 29*

OCTOBER

Mon 4
Wed 6

St Michael’s DCC meeting, 7.15pm, St Michael’s
Deanery Synod, 7.30pm, St Andrew, Droylsden

St Gabriel's DCC meeting, 7.30pm, St James Vicarage
St James’s DCC meeting, 7.15pm, St James

Heritage Weekend (see magazine for details)
Deanery Chapter (am)

Team Treasurers’ meeting, 8.15pm, St James Vicarage
Harvest event - Quiz and supper, St James Church, 7.30pm
Harvest Services

Songs of Praise Service, St Michael’s, 6.30pm

Holy Communion 7.00pm; PCC 7.30pm St Michael’s

Autumn Course, St James, 12.00noon
Autumn Course, St Gabriel’s, 7.30pm
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September 2010- Parish Diary

Trinity 14 9.30am  St.James  Holy Communion

Sunday 5* September 9.30am  Holy Trinity Holy Communion
11.00am  St. Gabriel Family Service
11.00am  St. Peter Holy Communion
11.00am  St. Michael Holy Communion
4.00pm  Holy Trinity Evening Prayer
6.30pm St Peter Evening Prayer

Trinity 15 9.30am  St.James  Holy Communion

Sunday 12* September 9.30am  Holy Trinity Holy Communion
11.00am  St. Gabriel Holy Communion
11.00am  St. Peter Holy Communion
11.00am  St. Michael Holy Communion
4.00pm  Holy Trinity Evening Prayer
4.00pm St James  StJames on Sunday

Afternoon/Communion

6.30pm  St. Peter Holy Communion

Trinity 16 9.30am  Holy Trinity Holy Communion

Sunday 19* September 9.30am St James  Family Communion
11.00am  St. Gabriel Morning Prayer
11.00am  St. Peter Holy Communion
11.00am  St. Michael Holy Communion
4.00pm  Holy Trinity Evening Prayer
6.30pm St Peter Evening Prayer

Harvest 9.30am  Holy Trinity Holy Communion
Sunday 26* September 9.30am St James Holy Communion
11.00am  St. Gabriel Holy Communion
11.00am  St. Michael Holy Communion
11.00am St Peter Holy Communion
4.00pm  Holy Trinity Evening Prayer
4.00pm  St.James  StJames on Sunday Afternoon
6.30pm  St. Peter Holy Communion
6.30pm St Michael Songs of Praise Service

Regular Weekday Services Monthly:
1+ Wed. of the month 2.30-3.30pm
Tues. 10.30am St. Peter  Holy Communion  Emmanuel Court, Firbank , Kingsfield EPH
Wed. 1.30pm St. James Holy Communion  (Holy Communion)
Thurs.  11.00am St. MichaelHoly Communion 1+ Tues. of month 10.30am Moss
Cottage
3~ Tues. of the month 2.15pm
Ryefields (Holy Communion)
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Contact Details

18



19

\

FAIRTRADE




