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Editorial

Welcome to the December Parish Magazine. As we begin this month, the season of Advent has
started and we also have the great celebration of Christmas to look forward to. Various articles
help us to make the most of this period. You can also read news from the clergy as two of them
prepare to move on to new ministries. In addition, there is the usual mix of articles - both serious
and light-hearted.

The views expressed in articles are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the Parish of
The Good Shepherd. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you have
any comments to make on the Magazine you can contact the editors on 0161330 2771/4925,
email: joannafarnworth@aol.com or rogerfarnworth@aol.com  or talk to a member of your DCC or
PCC who will pass on any comments that are made.
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The Parish Prayer
Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to
grow in faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we

4% ?ﬁ can work together to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into
._‘? our churches, and be relevant to those around us, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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Waiting for the coming of goodness: by Rev Roger Reece

Advent is a time of waiting. We wait for birth, for
love, for life itself to reveal its meaning and
purpose. We wait for the seed to spring into
growth and then wait for the harvest. nothing worth
while in life is sudden. A Christian must wait with
hope and love for the Christ who is prepared to
wait for him.

If we are rooted only in the present we confine the
mystery and meaning of life to a day, a year or a
one lifetime. They are so many tinselled days to
Christmas when the remembrance of Christ’s birth is almost lost in a welter of well-
wishing and an extravagance of temporary good will.

Jesus Christ has come but where is the fulfilment of the prophecies? In this world of
ours, have the words of Isaiah been at last fulfilled? "He will wield authority over
the nations and adjudicate between many peoples; these will hammer their swords
into plough shares, their spears into sickles. Nation will not lift sword against
nation there will be no more training for war. (Isaiah 2:4) The prophet Isaiah had
a dream of universal peace. He dreamt of a time when all nations would stream to
mount Zion, on which the Temple was built. People would no longer harm one
another.

There would be no more war or preparing for war. People would be filled with
the knowledge of the Lord, and would walk in his ways. Isaiah’s vision was a
splendid one. Some believe that it would be realised at the first coming of Christ.
Others believe that it would be realised only at his second coming. But there are
some who believe in it and pursue it. Isaiah’s dream of universal peace may be
unrealistic, but we have to work towards it, and believe that we are making
progress, however slowly.

Advent is a time of hope; a time of hope in the goodness of God and also in the
goodness of man. During advent we celebrate the coming of God and goodness
info our world.

The message of advent is that of this goodness of God reaching out to save
humankind from self destruction. Advent calls us to wake up, to arise from sleep
and to let Christ come alive in our lives.

A Prayer for Advent

The following prayer is set as the Collect that on the last day,
for the first Sunday of Advent. You might when he shall come again in his glorious
like to use it as a prayer throughout Advent  majesty
to help you prepare for the coming of to judge the living and the dead,
Jesus. we may rise to the life immortal;

through him who is alive and reigns with
Almighty God, you,
give us grace to cast away the works of in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
darkness one God, now and for ever. Amen.
and to put on the armour of light,
now in the time of this mortal life, Text © The Archbishops Council

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us
in great humility;

Advent Course 2010

Matthew’s Gospel

3 sessions for us to familiarise ourselves with
Matthew’s Gospel

Wednesday evenings at Holy Trinity Vicarage
November 24" December 1+ and December 8"
7.30 p.m.

Monday lunchtimes at St James Church
November 29" December 6* and December 13"
12.00 noon for lunch and Bible study to begin at 12.50pm

If you would like to attend any of these courses and have a
problem with transport, please let Pat know and she will
endeavour to provide lifts for all who need them.




CLERGY NEWS

MOVING ON.... Revd Jo Farnworth

On Sunday 7* November, it was announced in our churches that the Bishop of
Manchester had invited me to be Priestin-Charge of St Martin, Droylsden and Young
Adults Missioner for the Rochdale Archdeaconry and that | had accepted his invitation.
My licensing service for this new post is likely to be on Sunday 6" March and my last
Sunday in this parish would therefore be Sunday 6" February.

For some time | have sensed that God has been calling me to think about where my future
ministry might be, having been in this parish for seven and half years. Much as | love
being Team Vicar here in the Parish of the Good Shepherd, | have begun to realise that it
is time for new experiences and challenges. This coupled with my wish to be working full-
time meant that when Bishop Mark asked me to consider a new post, | realised that this
was where God was leading me. This particular job feels very exciting and is one that |
am looking forward to. It enables me to be both a parish priest (remaining in the same
deanery and being close enough to be able to travel to easily from Ashton) and also to
take on a new post in the Archdeaconry working directly for Bishop Mark. This post will
involve helping churches to engage better with young adults (those aged 18-40).

| am aware that my moving on will present the parish with challenges as it is highly
unlikely that | shall be replaced by another stipendiary priest and Roger will need to work
out with all of you what this will mean in practice. However, both Roger and | believe that
just as God has called me to a new ministry and has prepared a place for me to move
onto, so too he will be working in this parish, preparing it for a future with fewer clergy.

When the full details of my licensing service are available, | will let you know. In the
meantime, | look forward to the remaining three months here with you. It will no doubt be
an emotional time as | experience a mixture of sadness at leaving and excitement as a
new future unfolds. | shall, of course, not lose touch as Roger and | shall remain living at
St James Vicarage - we will not need to live apart, as some people have worried!!

God of Surprises — Revd Mary Wadsworth

| was surprised by God a week or two ago. He has surprised me in the past and more
recently by calling me into Hospital Chaplaincy and then to be an Ordained Priest. This
happened just after | had retired and thought of a relatively quiet lifel Ann Morisey in her
books “Beyond the Good Samaritan” and “Journeying Out” writes of exciting ways in
which God is calling third age people to do and to be for him.

This time the surprise came in a phone call from Bishop Mark asking me to consider being
seconded to St Mary’s Droylsden. By now most of you will know that after prayerful
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consideration | have decided on the secondment. | begin with St Mary’s on Advent
Sunday. Their Rector Alison Baillie is on long term sick leave and they are in need of some
help.

| don’t know what God will have for me after that. It may be that | will not be with the
Good Shepherd Parish again. As an NSM | will not be leaving my home in Ashton, nor
my job as Hospital Chaplain, so we will meet in Asda and other places. Roger Farnworth

will remain my training incumbent so you may see me around the Vicarage.

| have many happy, fun filled memories of my time with you and | hope we will always be
friends.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your love, patience, wisdom,
forgiveness and prayerful concern. THANK YOU.

Friends of Ashton Parish Church

Christmas Cards

Again this year, at St Michael’s instead of sending
Christmas Cards to everybody, we suggest giving a
donation to the Church and one Card to the whole
congregation.

Alan & Eleanor Bacon.
Editor’s note: Perhaps other churches might like to consider this idea tool!

PARISH YOUTH GROUP

The parish youth group meets at St Gabriel’s church on Sunday evenings at
7.30pm and is for anyone who is in Year 6 or above at school. If you would like
to know more, contact Jo Farnworth.

December 5* No Youth Group

December 12+ Christmas Party (time to be confirmed)

December 19+ Carol Services at St James Church and Holy Trinity Church,
6.30pm
December 26" No Youth Group



CHRISTMAS IN THE PARISH

Sunday 5+ December St Gabriel’s Christmas Fair, 12.00noon - 3.00pm
Wednesday 8~ December Christingle Service, St James, 7.00pm

Saturday 11~ December St Peter’s Christmas Fair, 10.00am - 3.00pm
Sunday 12+~ December  Civic Carol Service, St Michael’s, 6.30pm

Sunday 19+ December  Christingle Service, St Gabriel’s, 11.00am
Carol Service, Holy Trinity, 4.00pm
Carol Service, St James, 6.30pm

Friday 24+ December — Christmas Eve
Crib Service, St Gabriel’s, 5.00pm
First Communion of Christmas, St Michael’s, 9.30pm

First Communion of Christmas, St Peter’s, 11.30pm
Midnight Mass, St James, 11.30pm

Saturday 25" December - Christmas Day
Family Communion, St James, 9.30am
Holy Communion, Holy Trinity, 9.30am
Holy Communion, St Gabriel’s, 10.30am
Holy Communion, St Michael’s, 10.30am
Holy Communion, St Peter’s, 10.30am

Sunday 26+ December — Boxing Day
United Parish Service, St James, 11.00am

SCHOOLS NEWS — ST PETER’S SCHOOL

Harvest Festival held in St. Peter’s Church, Friday 8 October 2010.

Pakistan Flood Appeal

At our annual Harvest Festival Celebrations, which are held in St.
Peter’'s Church, the school usually asks for donations of food. However,
this year we asked for monetary contributions to support the Christian
Aid appeal, for the people of Pakistan, following the devastating July
floods.

This is particularly close to our hearts, at St. Peter's, as many of our
children have family members or friends who live in Pakistan.

These massive floods made the rivers swell and burst their banks.
Villagers barely had time to escape from their homes as there was no
early warning system in place.

The nation's worst natural calamity has ruined roads, bridges, schools,
health clinics, electricity and communications. The floods have damaged
standing crops as well as stored grain and seeds for planting. Pakistan's
agriculture industry, a pillar of the economy, could take up to two years
to start recovering.

Anybody who attended our harvest service would have noticed that the
altar, which is usually covered with numerous food items for our local
community, was bare. This was symbolic of the tragic disaster in
Pakistan.

The school was absolutely delighted that we raised £250.00 for this
worthwhile appeal.



Mothers Union

30" November
9 December

The Council meeting on 13* November at
St Thomas, Ardwick was very well
attended. There were 120 people. We
had opening prayers, then a welcome from
the Diocesan President Mrs Barbara
Taylor.

Our first speaker was Mr David Marshall
who is the Diocesan Communications
Officer. His talk was about Easter Eggs
with an apology for doing this before
Christmas. His reason was that there is no
religious message with Easter eggs and no
mention of Jesus and he feels this is wrong.
He took us through how chocolate beans
were discovered and called by the people
as Super Fruit and were a type of drug!
They were made mostly into drinks and in
some cases had a real effect on the
people. Slave traders got to know of it and
caused a lot of race discrimination.
Cadburys heard of it and in 1657 it was
sold in England. He showed a film with his
talk and it was all very interesting.

Mr Marshall felt so strongly about the
Easter eggs that he and some more people
have started a factory making their own
chocolate and Easter eggs with a religious
message. The media have taken up on it
and a few supermarkets are willing to try a
few of them. He brought a sample of the
chocolate and we all had a piece of it
which was very good. He hopes to ask
schools and churches to take orders for

R UNIGON

Christian care for families

Advent Service, St Ann, Manchester, 2.00pm
Thursday Prayers, 12.00noon in the Cathedral

some and we were given forms if we were
interested in buying one. The tradename is
Meaningful Chocolate Factory and s
based in Ancoats. The latest order date is

31+ January 2011.

There will not be an Evening of Celebration
in 2011 dues to rising costs. It was
suggested to have one every 3 years or if
anyone had any other ideas it could be
discussed.

The visit to Bradford on Avon is on 12" -
15" Mary and promises to be quite
eventful. There are still a few places left.

The price of the coach for the weekend is
£45.

The students were grateful for the welcome
bags and are getting interested in the MU
work.  Some of our books are at the
chaplaincy and interest is being taken in
these. On 4* December, there is a carol
service at the chaplaincy at 6.00pm; some
MU ladies are invited.

Our other speaker was from the Mustard
Tree Charity in Manchester. They were
involved in the bra appeal and were very
pleased with the response. They are a
drop-in centre and help homeless people.
They give furniture to people in need
setting their homes up. They have training
sessions, serve soup and meals and seem
to be a very busy charity. They are always

grateful for clothes, food and donations. It
was very interesting.

Thought for the Month:

There were reports from Archdeaconry
Presidents and Unit Co-ordinators.  The
meeting closed at 2.30pm with prayers led
by Canon Chow.

God of compassion and love, help us to give this to others in your name.

Joan Braysthocs

PCC Meeting — Wednesday 17» November

The PCC met at St Gabriel’s Church
on a cold and gloomy night. It turned
out to be one of our shorter meetings
but a number of items were brought
to the attention of the meeting which
relate to our common life together.

The Treasurer’s report indicated that
the parish accounts are in a healthy
situation. We were also informed of
the money raised by a couple of
appeals earlier in the year. The
Parish raised £123.70 for Christian
Aid week and £267.16 for the
Pakistan Floods appeal and this latter
amount has been passed on to the
Katherine Street mosque. There is
not yet a total figure available for the
Harvest Appeal as not all churches
have paid their donations into the
team account.

The meeting was informed of the two
clergy moves that will take place in
the next few months — Mary
Wadsworth’s secondment to St Mary,
Droylsden and Jo Farnworth’s move
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to St Martin, Droylsden and an
Archdeaconry post.

News was heard from each of the
parishes which mainly covered
fundraising events and repairs to
buildings.

It was agreed that from January 2011
the cost of this magazine would need
to increase to 50p to cover increased
costs of printing and paper. The
previous printer of Crux has gone out
of business and they have found a
new printer. It is possible that the
costs of Crux might increase in the
near future but unless this is a
significant increase it would be
covered by the new cover price of our
magazine.

Details of the Advent Course and
Christmas services were confirmed
and these can be found elsewhere in
this magazine.



Christian Aid News

This Christmas, Christian Aid is focusing on its work with displaced families around the
world. In camps on the Thailand-Burma border, in southern Sudan, in Haiti, and in many other
countries, Christian Aid is providing vital assistance to people forced to flee their homes. The
following story highlights what being a refugee really means for one family.

Home for Kayroh and Rhaimae was
once a village in rural Burma, where they
farmed rice and their land was regularly
patrolled by the Burmese army. This all
changed in 2009, when Kayroh was
wrongly accused of belonging to an
ethnic nationality army and fighting
against the Burmese state military. As a
result, he was forced to go into hiding.

After months separated from his family,
Kayroh is now safe in Nai Soi camp in
Thailand and has been joined by his wife
Rhaimae and their two small children. They
have a temporary home here, in which they
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~are starting to feel secure — an empty
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bamboo shelter, perched high up on the
hillside of the camp. Kayroh is still coming to
terms with the fact that he and Rhaimae have
become refugees. ‘In our village [in Burma],
nobody knows what a refugee is. We didn’t
know what the situation would be like in the
camps before we came here.’ Thanks to the
work of Christian Aid partner the Thailand
Burma Border Consortium (TBBC), Kayroh
and Rhaimae have been welcomed to the
camp community and offered food rations
and housing. ‘We came with only the clothes
we were wearing, but we have been given
clothes now.” TBBC will ensure that Kayroh
and Rhaimae’s basic food and shelter needs

are met, and that their children can attend
nursery and school.

Although they are still recovering from the
trauma of their flight from Burma, Kayroh
and Rhaimae have begun to think about the
future. Like many of the refugees in the
camp, Kayroh and Rhaimae would like, one
day, to go home to their village in Burma.
However, they realise that this is not going
to be possible for some time. They are
planning to apply for refugee status through
UNHCR and, in the meantime, they are
making plans for their life in the camp. ‘We
want to have a way of supporting ourselves.
We think it would be good to grow our own
food here so we can have vegetables to eat.’
With the support of TBBC, Kayroh and
Rhaimae are beginning to build a life in the
camp for themselves and their children.
Although they are far from home this
Christmas, they have hopes for the future
and the support they need to begin turning
those hopes into realities.

Twelve international non-government
organisations work in co-operation to
support those families who have fled Burma
and live in camps along the border in
Thailand. Together, they are known as the
Thailand Burma Border Consortium, or
TBBC. When large numbers of people fleeing
Burma first began to arrive in Thailand in
1984, individuals who are now part of the
TBBC staff saw the urgent needs of the
refugees and began to respond. In the years
since, TBBC has developed into a consortium
of 12 international organisations working to
provide refugees in the camps along the
border with food, shelter and, in as many
cases as possible, the opportunity to earn a

living. Christian Aid has been supporting the
work of TBBC for many years, providing
funding for the food, the housing and the
employment made available to refugees in
the camps. It is inspiring that much of the
work of TBBC is carried out by the refugees
themselves. Refugees teach in the schools in
the camps, and staff the nurseries and
medical centres. They oversee food
distribution, and weave sarongs that they
then distribute in the camps. They build the
shelters that are temporary homes, and take
charge of, and responsibility for, as many
aspects of camp life as possible.

For more than 25 years, refugees have been
crossing from Burma into Thailand, fleeing
conflict and violence. Every month, about 300
more people arrive needing shelter, food and
clothing. The journey from Burma into
Thailand is a dangerous one and, in order to
protect the people featured in this appeal,
their names have been changed. Families who
have fled to the camps on the Thailand-
Burma border are working hard to make
their lives as fulfilled as possible. Children
attend school and nursery and are taught
valuable skills. Those refugees for whom
there are jobs available work and contribute
to their community. Although these families
have lived through trauma and violence, they
are now working together as a resilient
community to provide the best life they can
for their children — in a place far from home.

Christian Aid are appealing for donations to
help their work with refugees. If you would
like to make a donation to their Christmas
Appeal You can send cheques made payable
to Christian Aid Christmas Appeal, Christian Aid,
Freepost, London, SE1 7YY or donate online at
their website: www.christianaid.org.uk



A saint for December: Lucy of

Syracuse - 13 December

Lucy was a native of Syracuse in Sicily. She
lived at the beginning of the fourth century,
when the Roman authorities were
attempting to re-establish the worship of
gods they approved. The emperor himself
was the focus of one of the cults. Tradition
has it that Lucy, as a young Christian, gave
away her goods to the poor and was
betrayed to the authorities by her angry
betrothed, who felt that they should have
become his property.

She was put to death for her faith in the
year 304. Her name in Latin means Light
and, as her feast-day fell in December, she
became associated with the one true Light
who was coming as the redeemer of the
world, the Light that would lighten the
nations, the Light that would banish
darkness and let the eyes of all behold
Truth incarnate. St Lucy is the patron saint

of the blind.

St Lucy’s Day (or St Lucia Day) is a
significant celebration in Sweden and some
other Scandinavian communities. In
traditional celebrations, Saint Lucy comes
as a young woman with lights and sweets..
In some forms, a procession is headed by
one girl wearing a crown of candles (or
lights), while others in the procession hold
only a single candle each. The modern
tradition of having public processions in the
Swedish cities started in 1927 when a
newspaper in Stockholm elected an official
Lucia for Stockholm that year. The initiative
was then followed around the country
through the local press.

Today most cities in Sweden appoint a
Lucia every year. Schools elect a Lucia and
her maids among the students and a
national Lucia is elected on national
television from regional  winners. The
regional Lucias will visit shopping malls, old
people's homes and churches, singing and
handing out pepparkakor (ginger snaps).

There are now also boys in the procession,
playing different roles associated with
Christmas. Some may be dressed in the
same kind of white robe, but with a cone-
shaped hat decorated with golden stars,
called stjgrngossar (star boys); some may
be dressed up as "tomtenissar" (a mythical
creature similar to an elf), carrying lanterns;
and some may be dressed up as
gingerbread men. They participate in the
singing and also have a song or two of
their own, usually Staffan  Stalledréng,
which tells the story about Saint Stephen,
the first Christian martyr, caring for his five
horses.

A traditional kind of bun, Lussekatt ("St.
Lucia Bun"), made with saffron, is normally
eaten on this day.

Although St. Lucia's Day is not an official
holiday in Sweden, it is a popular occasion
in Sweden. The evening and night before
(so called "Lusse-vigil") The Lucia Day is a
notoriously noisy time. High school students
often celebrate by partying all through the
night. At many universities, students hold
big formal dinner parties since this is the
last chance to celebrate together before
most students go home to their families for
Christmas.

CHRISTINGLE SONG

There will be Christingle Services held in a
number of our churches this month raising
money for the Children’s Society. The
following song reminds us of the theme

behind the Christingle:

O round as the world is the orange you
give usl

And happy are they who to Jesus belong:
So let the world know, as we join in
Christingle,

That Jesus, the Hope of the World, is our
song.

O bright is the flame of the candle you give
usl

And happy are they who to Jesus belong:
So let the world know, as we join in
Christingle,

That Jesus, the Light of the World, is our
song.

Collect

God our Redeemer,
who gave light to the world that was in
darkness
by the healing power of the Saviour's
cross:
shed that light on us, we pray,
that with your martyr Lucy
we may, by the purity of our lives,
reflect the light of Christ
and, by the merits of his passion,
come to the light of everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever, Amen.

Go northward or
southward, go eastward
or westward,

How happy are they
who to Jesus belong!

So let the world know,
as they join in
Christingle, -

That Jesus, the Peace of the World, is our
song.

When homeward we go, we must take
Jesus with us,

For happy are they who to Jesus belong:
So let the world know, as we join in
Christingle,

That Jesus, the saviour of all, is our song.
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Strange but true facts and a couple of jokes!

e A shark is the only fish that can blink with both eyes

e A sneeze zooms out of your mouth at over 600 mph

e A tornado once plucked all the feathers off a chicken and the chicken
lived

o Abraham Lincoln signed the legislation to create the Secret Service on
April 14, 1865, the same day he was shot

e According to 1649 Massachusetts law, punishment for children over the
age of 16 acting stubborn or rebellious was death

o After studying it for 47 days, the New York Museum of Modern Art

discovered that the Matisse painting Le Bateau was hanging upside

down

All porcupines float in water

An electric eel will short circuit if put into salt water

An Olympic gold medal must contain 92.5 percent silver

An ostrich's eye is bigger than its brain.

BACK TO CHURCH?

When | asked my friend if she was planning to attend church, she just shook
her head. "l haven't gone in a long time," she said.

"Besides, it's too late for me. I've probably already broken all seven
commandments."

KEEPING CLEAN

An old lady answered a knock on the door one day, to be confronted by a well-
dressed young man carrying a vacuum cleaner.

"Good morning," said the young man. "If | could take a couple minutes of your
time, | would like to demonstrate the very latest in high-powered vacuum
cleaners..."

"Go away!" said the old lady. "I'm broke and haven't got any money!" and she
proceeded to close the door.

Quick as a flash, the young man wedged his foot in the door and pushed it
wide open... "Don't be too hasty!" he said. "Not until you have at least seen my
demonstration."

And with that, he emptied a bucket of horse manure onto her hallway carpet.
"Now, if this vacuum cleaner does not remove all traces of this horse manure
from your carpet, Madam, | will personally eat the remainder."

The old lady stepped back and said, "Well let me get you a fork, 'cause they
cut off my electricity this morning."
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Parish Notices ) (

Baptisms

We give thanks with the families of:

Isabella Mae Grant Grace Marie Hall

Rhyse Sean Paul Roy Palmer  Charlie Thomas Williams

Weddings
We rejoice with the families of:
James Finch and Alison Beddows

Funerals

Please pray for the family and friends of:

Emily Birchenough Michael John Hitchen
Marie Mellon Eric Nevitt

Gordon Spence Peter Turner

Diary Dates

DECEMBER

Wed 1+ Advent Course, 7.30pm, Holy Trinity Vicarage
Thurs 2 St James’ DCC, 7.15pm, St James Vicarage

Sun 5" St Gabriel’s Christmas Fair, 12.00 - 3.00pm
Mon 6* Advent Course, St James, 12.00noon

Wed 8* Advent Course, 7.30pm, Holy Trinity Vicarage
Wed 8* Christingle Service, St James, 7.00pm

Thurs 9* St Peter’'s DCC, 7.30pm, Holy Trinity Vicarage
Sat 11* St Peter’s Christmas Fair, 10.00 - 3.00pm

Sun 12* Civic Carol Service at St Michael’s, 6.30pm
Mon 13" Advent Course, St James, 12.00noon

Thurs 16+ Hurst Knoll Christmas Service, St James, 9.15am
Thurs 16" Holy Trinity School Christmas Service, Holy Trinity, 9.30am
Fri 17 St James School Service, St James, 92.15am

Fri 17+ Parochial School Service, St Michael’s, 10.00am
Fri 17+ St Peter’s School Service, St Peter’s 1.00pm

Sun 19* Carol Services at St James; Holy Trinity, 6.30pm



December 2010- Parish Diary

2~ of Advent
Sunday 5* December

3« of Advent
Sunday 12+ December

4+ of Advent
Sunday 19+ December

Christmas Eve
Christmas Day

Christmas 1
Sunday 26" December

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm
6.30pm

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm
4.00pm
6.30pm
6.30pm

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm
6.30pm

St. James
Holy Trinity
St. Gabriel
St. Peter
St. Michael
Holy Trinity
St Peter

St. James
Holy Trinity
St. Gabriel
St. Peter
St. Michael
Holy Trinity
St. James
St Michael
St. Peter

Holy Trinity
St. James
St. Gabriel
St. Peter
St. Michael
Holy Trinity
St James

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Family Service
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Evening Prayer
Compline

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Evening Prayer

St James on Sunday Afternoon/Communion
Civic Carol Service

Compline

Holy Communion
Family Communion
Christingle Service
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Carol Service
Carol Service

See advert on page 7 for details

11.00am St James

Regular Weekday Services

Tues. 10.30am St. Peter
Wed.  1.30pm St. James
Thurs.

Holy Communion

Holy Communion
11.00am St. MichaelHoly Communion
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United Parish Communion

Monthly:

1« Wed. of the month 2.30 -3.30pm
Emmanuel Court, Firbank , Kingsfield EPH
(Holy Communion)

1« Tues. of month 10.30am Moss
Cottage 3¢ Tues. of the month 2.15pm
Ryefields (Holy Communion)

Contact Details
CLERGY: (*usual day off)

Revd Jo Farnworth, Team Vicar (*Tues.Fri)

The Vicarage, Union Street, Ashton OL6 9NQ
Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)

The Vicarage, Union Street, Ashton OL6 INQ
Revd Rob Fox, Minister in Secular Employment

36 Norman Road, Stalybridge, SK15 1LY
Revd Pat Lodge, OLM Curate (*Fri.)

250 Yew Tree Lane, Dukinfield
Revd Roger Reece (Town Centre Chaplain) (* Mon or Fri)

2a Hutton Avenue, Ashton
Revd Josie Partridge, Team Vicar (*Sat)

Holy Trinity Vicarage, Dean Street, OL6 7HD
Revd Mary Wadsworth, NSM Curate (*Fri.)

99, Cranbourne Road, Ashton

READER EMERITUS

Elizabeth Hartley 7 Richmond Street, Ashton

THE PARISH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD:

Parish Warden Cath Sheldon
Warden Emeritus:  Enid Fisher 243 Mossley Road Ashton
Chair of PCC: Roger Farnworth

PCC Secretary:
Child Protection
PCC Treasurer:
Parish Magazine:

Deborah Brindle 1, Gloucester Close Ashton

Debbie Morris

Alison Burke Flat 2, Beaufort House, Beaufort Rd, Ashton

Jo and Roger Farnworth The Vicarage (access off Westbury St.)

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH

Churchwardens: Leslie Smith, 20 Lowerbank, Denton

Judith Hilton 198 Park Road, Dukinfield
Organist: David Robinshaw 25, Fieldfare Way Ashton
DCC Secretary: Nora Lee 10 Lowfield Avenue, Ashton
DCC Treasurer: Margaret Stanley 39 Peterborough Close, Ashton

Mothers’ Union meets on 1st Wednesday of Month at 7:30pm in the Community Centre
For Baptisms, Banns, Weddings, contact Revd Josie Partridge

ST GABRIEL’S CHURCH

Churchwardens: Louisa Fox 36 Norman Road, Stalybridge
Sandra Kiy 89, Andrew St. Mossley

Joanne Gartland 82 Arundel St, Ashton

Malcolm Sugden 20 St Christopher’s Road, Ashton
Free Will Offerings: Peter Hayes 78 Arundel Street, Ashton

Altar Flowers: Joan Williams 73, Hutton Avenue, Ashton

For Baptisms, Banns, Weddings contact Revd Jo Farnworth

DCC Secretary:
DCC Treasurer:

St. Michaels Rainbows and Brownies meet at St. Gabriels
Rainbows Guiders  Natalie McKella

(Tuesdays) Nicola Cheetham
Brownies Guiders  (Snowy) Lyndsey Anderson
(Mondays)
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3304925

3302771

338 8481

338 5303

292 7593

339 0665

3300713

3303140

2315339
308 2795
3302771
339 1021
612 3881
344 5911
3302771
3304925

336 0904
344 5440
343 8390
3394701
330-8831

338 8481
01457 838919
3300512
330 2000
612 2371
3306617
330 4925

07725 550570
07950 400287
07738 432578



ST JAMES CHURCH

Churchwardens: Jeffrey Glennon 140, Henrietta Street 344 0019

Ron Fletcher 83, Waterloo Road, Ashton 3309793
Verger: Flo Matthews 56 Timperley Road, Ashton 3302540
DCC Secretary: Harry Bennett 10, Lichfield Ave, Ashton 3300949
DCC Treasurer: Alison Burke Flat 2, Beaufort House, Beaufort Rd, Ashton 344 5911
Gift Aid Secretary ~ Ron Fletcher 83, Waterloo Road, Ashton 3309793
Organist: Mary Helliwell  Newlyn, 2 Station Lane, Grotton, Oldham 624 3942

Mothers’ Union meets on 1st Wednesday of the Month at 7:30pm in church
Enrolling member:

Brownies/Guiding  Ruth Summers 3390346
For Baptisms, Banns, Weddings, contact Revd Roger Farnworth 3302771
ST MICHAEL’S & ALL ANGELS CHURCH
Churchwardens: Joyce Currie 27 Rushmere, Ashton 3305795
Mike Glover 80 Hall Road, Ashton 344 2876
Verger: Reginald Fisher 243 Mossley Road, Ashton 308 2795
Organist: John Miles 7 Well Row, Broadbottom, Hyde 01457 763701
Covenant Secretary: Terry Lodge 250 Yew Tree Lane, Dukinfield 338 5303
Altar Flowers Rota:  Elaine Gaskell 3305176
Sec of the Bells: Jean Coombs 14 Aldergate Grove, Ashton 3301653
Clerk to the Charities: Mike Glover 80 Hall Road, Ashton 344 2876
DCC Secretary: Elaine Gaskell 3305176
DCC Treasurer: Jean Coombs 14 Aldergate Grove, Ashton 3301653
Friends of Ashton Parish Church
Secretary: Joyce Currie 27 Rushmere, Ashton 3305795
Treasurer: Alan Bacon 17 St Christopher’s Ave, Ashton 330 5829
Mothers’ Union meets on 4th Wednesday of the Month in church at 7:45pm
Secretfary: Joan Brayshaw 339 7407
For baptisms, Banns and Marriages contact Revd. Roger Farnworth 3302771

ST. PETER’S CHURCH

Church Wardens: ~ Cath Sheldon 2315339
Moira Wilson

Verger : Barry Bowden 308 2190

PCC Secretary: Adele Gaunt

Treasurer: Janet Kennerley

Gift Aid Sec: Phillip Bowden

Director of Music Maureen Leigh 3309377

Church Lads & Church Girls Brigade:  Trish Taylor

Brownies : Jackie Hopkirk 3308417

Church Lads & Church Girls Brigade meet in St. Peter's School Monday & Friday's
Brownies Meet in St. Peter's Church 6.45 - 8.00pm. Wednesdays

For Baptism Enquires contact Philip Bowden in Church after Sunday worship

For Banns & Weddings contact Revd Josie Partridge

Items for the Magazine:
Please give items for the next magazine to Revds. Jo or Roger Farnworth by the 15* December for

inclusion in the next Magazine - address and telephone numbers above The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne

is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only
Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor. (q
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